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Size 1 Issue 3 Issues

3 x 5

5 x 5

5 x 10

$50 $140

$65
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The Hawk
Student Publication of Stephen Decatur High School

Advertising Contract
Stephen Decatur High School

9913 Seahawk Road
Berlin, Maryland 21811

Phone: 410-641-2171 Fax: 410-641-1135
E-mail: decaturhawk@yahoo.com

Advertisement must be provided in a PDF format either on a disc or 
through e-mail by the designated date.  Otherwise, The Hawk will cre-
ate one according to your specifications.

I, the undersigned, agree to a                       (size) ad indicated in 
the above issues of The Hawk.
Signature

Business Name:
Address:
E-mail address:
Phone Number:
Contact Name:
Additional Information:
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Visit us on the web:

http://stephendecatur.tripod.com

GOLD medalist 2007
Columbia University
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SILVER medalist 

2006 & 2008
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Leaders
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Saturday, Oct. 4: 

This
Issue

Homecoming
- The 54th annual Decatur Homecoming Week 

commences with a safari theme -

Sports

Preview

pages  

14 - 16

Homecoming Court
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eLeft to right: Seniors Caitlin Bowman, Shakiyla Shockley, Amanda Pfaff, Maddy Thiel, Lindsay Chetelat, and Cori Bane.

Left to right: Seniors Matt Doherty, Matt Stocker, Brendan Chavis, Brian Holloway, Dan Miller, and Gunner Hughes.

Left to right: Sophomores Myla Waples and EJ Gwin, freshmen Orlando Taylor and Kirra Graves, and juniors John 

Drocella and Virginia Harris.
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Homecoming Dance 7:30-11

Cheaters

Beware!

page  10

Gender 

Trends
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Thursday: Powderpuff football and 

cheerleading @ 6:00pmTuesday: Smish-Smosh  @ 7:00pm
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Monday: Volleyball @ 7:00pm
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Friday: Pep Rally @ 1:00pm 

(Homecoming King announced)

*Homecoming Dinner 3:30pm-7:00pm 

(Eming’s Chicken Dinner - Tickets 

purchased in advance for $9.50)

*Football vs. the Queen Annes Lions 

7:00pm (Homecoming Queen 

crowned at half-time)

Monday: Jungle Day 

Tuesday: Mix and Match Day 

(Go Crazy!!!)

Wednesday: Rockstar or Sports Star Day

Thursday: Twin Day (dress like anyone 

in your lunch shift)

Friday: Homecoming T-Shirt Day 

(purchase during lunch for $10.00)
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InsideCenterspread:SENIOR SUPERLATIVES!

Krysten Wolinski

Editor in Chief

Photos by Belinda Morse

OF THE BANDS

BATTLE

Above: Seniors Tim Shuster and Alex Hooks, members of crowd favorite 

The Burns, perform a cover of Sublime’s “What I Got.” Left: Decatur’s 

own jazz band Xtream Measures, made up of seniors Chris Engel, Tim 

Shuster, and Vinny Varsalona, junior Mike Kelly, and guest guitarist KC 

Ferell, celebrate their well-deserved fi rst place victory.
Elyssia CardenasEditor In Chief   Yellow, red, green, and blue 

candles were lit in the audito-rium on the night of April 15, 
representing character, ser-vice, leadership, and scholar-ship, as 77 of Decatur’s top 

scholars were inducted into 
the 53rd Stephen Decatur 
class of the National Honor 
Society.
   The elegant ceremony was 
hosted by the outgoing mem-bers of the class of 2009 who 

presented a theme of lead-ership throughout the night 
launched by a quote from 
famed football coach, Vince 
Lombardi.  The junior mem-bers will now be taking over 

the various responsibilities 
and charitable endeavors that 
the group takes on each year.    
   “The grandeur of the eve-ning made me feel especially 

proud to be there,” junior in-ductee Lindsey Miller said.    
The stage was decorated by 
yellow and blue fl owers, the 
colors of the national organi-zation.  As each member was 

being introduced, he or she 
was escorted by an outgoing 
member to the stage, present-

ed a yellow rose by his or her 
parents, and then given a cer-tifi cate and pin.   Principal Lou Taylor, Ber-lin-Ocean City Soroptimist 

President, Paula Jones, and 
2009 NHS President Jimmy 
Simons all wove into their 
speeches Lombardi’s words:  
“Having the capacity to lead 
is not enough; a leader must 
be willing to use it.”   “We are very fortunate to 

be sponsored by the Sorop-timists.  Each year they pur-chase our membership pins 
and certifi cates, but more 
importantly they enjoy be-ing present at the ceremony,” 

said NHS Advisor Mary Ber-quist.
   Membership into the orga-nization begins by maintain-ing an 87.5 grade average in 

all core courses.  However, 
scholarship is just one com-ponent.  Each candidate is 

evaluated by the school fac-ulty on character and leader-ship, and then checked by a 
faculty council to have dem-onstrated suffi cient commit-ment to school and/or com-munity service. 

Story continued on page 3...

The torch is passed
Senior NHS members pass on the legacy

The candles burn brightly as junior Jimmy Moxley receives his 

certifi cate and a handshake from Principal Lou Taylor.

Photo by Abby Simpson

Story continued on page 4

   From hard core rock versions of popular hip-hop songs 

to atypical jazz rhythms, this year’s Battle of the Bands 

brought variety to the stage.    Auditions were held in March to fi nd Decatur’s fi nest mu-

sicians for this year’s showcase. The Student Government 

Association (SGA) staff, advisors, and members worked 

diligently to fi nd the hidden and well-known talents within 

our school.   Throughout the night, the audience enjoyed music while 

also being entertained by the two hosts, seniors Zack Hom-

mel and Zach Hall. The “Zack Squared” duo pleased the 

crowd with their comic entertainment during curtain clo-

sure. 
   Starting off the show, Vacuum Cat set the bar high with 

a cover of Coldplay’s “Yellow.” Lead singer junior Sean 

Fohner went solo on vocals for the British single. The band 

switched it up with a duet for their second song, joining the 

vocal talents of Fohner and guitarist junior Sophie Gault. 

Sophomore drummer Kevin Ladd kept the beat at center 

stage while guitarist senior Sean Johnson gave the crowd a 

giggle with his interesting head gear.
   The musical styling was subject to a complete 180 with 

the next performance by This Hits Home. The screaming 

vocals reverberated throughout the auditorium, exciting and 

enticing many fans, while causing headaches for many oth-

ers. Nick Bock, and non-Decatur students Ryan Hill, Pete 

Umerlik, Brandon Sellan, and Dan Gray rocked the house 

with an unexpected but interesting heavy metal rock version 

of Kanye West’s “Heartless.” When asked what made the 

group change the song from hip-hop to hard core rock, Bock 

responded, “We thought people would like it. It is a popular 

song. Of course everyone has heard it before.”

   Singing a duet, Johnson made his second appearance of the 

night with sophomore AJ Fox. The duo slowed it down with 

beautiful acoustic renditions of The Eagles’ “Hotel Califor-

nia” and Red Hot Chili Peppers’ “Under the Bridge.” The 

two guitarists already demonstrated their talent, by partici-

pating in Decatur’s talent show earlier this year.

   Next up were The Burns, cleverly named for each of the 

band members sport sideburns. The band opened with a cov-

er of the popular Sublime song “What I Got.” Lead singer 

senior Alex Hooks pleased the female crowd with an unex-

pected performance. The little known musical talent of senior 

Jimmy Leighton became evident during the band’s second 

performance. “Maria,” an original song written by Leigh-

ton, left every girl in the audience wishing their name was 

Maria too. When asked how it felt to perform his own song 

for a live audience Leighton commented, “I was nervous. It 

was my fi rst time performing, and I hope to perform again.” 

Crowd favorite and familiar face to the competition, percus-

sionist senior Tim Shuster added to the dynamic trio with an 

excellent performance on both the drum set and bongos.

   Xtream Measures, Decatur’s very own jazz band, took part 

in the competition as well. Senior Chris Engel enthusiasti-

cally playing the keyboard, amused the audience with his 

groovy moves. Shuster, returning for his second performance 

of the night, amazed the audience as he defi ed the boundaries 

of a drum set and created a completely improvised rhyth-

mic performance using various items on the stage, from the 
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